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“Boso-zoku” who lost a Case, and at the same time “Boso-zoku”
who appropriated the Case: The Exclusion and the Resistance
of “Boso-zoku” who cannot joy Ride

Masayuki UCHIKOSHI

This essay tried to describe and analyze the struggle between control and resistance
in contemporary Japanese society with a certain motorcycle gang --so-called "Boso-zoku'- in
Hiroshima city. These days, the discourses and the knowledge about younger people make
ultimately a boundary between adults and younger people more distinct without approaching
younger people by adults. It has hid possibilities of practices that younger people already have
had, and adult has not reconsidered and reconstructed their own society. Therefore, this essay
described practices of “Boso-zoku” by fieldwork and tried to criticize the power of exclusion
from its practices.

"Boso-zoku" in Hiroshima could not carry out joy ride and meeting, for the police and the
government excluded them overwhelmingly. In that situation, however, they had reconstructed
and continued their practices flexibly. And the practices not only were flexible but also had
been constructed a system that differed from the power of exclusion in rehabilitating and
violence-- which arose from concrete situation and particular relationship. That system was
one that provided every member of "Boso-zoku" with single existence as well as real solidarity.
Then, it was confirmed that the single solidarity could reproduce itself because that singular
solidarity emerged as "Kejime norm" in their everyday life.

These works did not try to describe “Boso-zoku” of innate cultures. They tried to
reconsider and reconstruct the power of exclusion in contemporary Japanese society from the

practices of “Boso-zoku”, being based on “criteria of authenticity” by Leévi-Strauss.

Keywords: Boso-zoku, exclusion/resistance, singularity
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